Syllabus for AP Language and Composition Course

Contact: kelli.kidwell@nhcs.net
Class website: kellikidwell.wixsite.com/kidwell
Course Description: 
*The AP English Language and Composition course focuses on the development and revision of evidence-based analytic and argumentative writing, the rhetorical analysis of nonfiction texts, and the decisions writers make as they compose and revise. Students evaluate, synthesize, and cite research to support their arguments. Additionally, they read and analyze rhetorical elements and their effects in nonfiction texts—including images as forms of text—from a range of disciplines and historical periods. *
Goals: 
Upon completing the AP English Language and Composition course, students will be able to:

• analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an 
author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques

• apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing

• create and sustain arguments based on readings, research and/or personal 

experience

• write for a variety of purposes

• produce expository, analytical and argumentative compositions that introduce 

a complex central idea and develop it with appropriate evidence drawn from 

primary and/or secondary sources, cogent explanations and clear transitions

• demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well 

as stylistic maturity in their own writings

• demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing primary and 

secondary sources

• move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful 

attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing and review

• write thoughtfully about their own process of composition

• revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience

• analyze images as texts

• evaluate and incorporate reference documents into researched papers 

Content/Disclaimer on Controversial Material

As the AP Program engages students in college-level work, the AP Language and Composition course may include perspectives that could be considered controversial, including references to ethnicity, nationality, religion, politics, race, dialect, sexuality, gender, or class. AP Language and Composition requires students to have the level of maturity and skill to thoughtfully consider and analyze diverse perspectives. The inclusion of topics, readings, texts, and other source material is not intended as an endorsement by the College Board or the school of the content, ideas, or values expressed in the material.

Grading:  Grading is done using a point-based system Graded assignments will be given a point value determined by degree of difficulty for assignment and number of questions/tasks presented.  
Grading Percentages

1. Practice– 40%
2. Performance - 60 %
Quizzes 

You can expect to have reading and vocabulary quizzes on a regular basis. 

General Class Work  

We will be completing an AP style multiple-choice test and timed writing most weeks. These assignments will serve as the bulk of both your performance and practice grades. 

*All formal compositions will be scored using the holistic AP Scoring System.

Homework 

The homework will mostly involve reading and your response to that reading via writing and answering discussion questions.  Since this is a college-level course, you will be completing nightly readings and critically responding to them.
Tests/Projects 

We will be regularly taking tests and participating in multiple projects as well.   These activities will contribute to your performance grade. 

Writing 

This class features an in-depth focus on writing.  As such, students will have numerous opportunities for response and composition in a variety of forms.  Written assignments will have the opportunity for development and review through peer review and teacher editing.  Revisions and written assignments should reflect attention to class discussion on style and technique as well as consideration for works of professional authors assigned in reading.  Our writing assignments will factor into both your performance and practice grades. 

Course Content: 
Main Texts: 

· Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave, Frederick Douglass*
· Blood Done Sign My Name, Timothy B. Tyson*
· Man’s Search for Meaning, Viktor E. Frankl*
· The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime that Changed Their Lives, Dashka Slater*
· Between the World and Me, Coates*
· Accountable, Dashka Slater*
*denotes STRONGLY recommended for purchasing
Supplemental Texts: 
Various selections from Anthologies
The Norton Reader: 11th Edition

The American Reader (Ed. Diane Ravitch)
50 Essays: A Portable Anthology (Ed. Samuel Cohen)

Students will have several independent reading assignments for which they will choose from a list of works. Students should get copies of the books (either purchase or borrow from library). 

Materials Needed Each Day:
1. 3-Ring Binder organized with dividers

2. Loose leaf paper

3. Page protectors
4. Pencils and pens 
5. Multi-colored highlighters and colored pencils or markers
I have read the syllabus and understand the content of AP Language and Composition.

Student Name: ___________________________________/Student Signature: ________________________________________

Parent Name: ____________________________________/Parent Signature: _________________________________________

