Syllabus for AP Seminar Course

Contact: kelli.kidwell@nhcs.net
Class website: kellikidwell.wixsite.com/kidwell
Course Description: 
AP Seminar is a foundational course that engages students in cross-curricular conversations that explore the complexities of academic and real-world topics and issues by analyzing divergent perspectives. Students learn to investigate a problem or issue, analyze arguments, compare different perspectives, synthesize information from multiple sources, and work alone and in a group to communicate their ideas. AP Seminar is the first course in the AP Capstone.
Goals: 
Upon completing the AP Seminar course, students will be able to:
1. Analyze Sources and Evidence
a. Identifying the main idea in arguments, analyzing the reasoning, and evaluating the validity of the conclusions
b. Evaluating the credibility and relevance of sources and the evidence they present
2. Construct an Evidence-Based Argument
a. Developing a well-reasoned argument clearly connecting the thesis, claims, and evidence
b. Strategically choosing evidence to effectively support claims
3. Understand Context and Perspective
a. Understanding the complexity of a problem or issue and connecting arguments to the broader context in which they are situated
b. Comparing and interpreting multiple diverse perspectives on an issue to understand its complexity
4. Communicate (Interpersonal and Intrapersonal)
a. Choosing and employing effective written and oral communication techniques, considering audience, context, and purpose
b. Choosing and consistently applying an appropriate citation style and effective conventions of writing
c. Working constructively with others to accomplish a team goal or task
d. Articulating challenges, successes, and moments of insight that occur throughout the inquiry process

Content/Disclaimer on Controversial Material

As the AP Program engages students in college-level work, the AP Seminar course may include perspectives that could be considered controversial, including references to ethnicity, nationality, religion, politics, race, dialect, sexuality, gender, or class. AP Seminar requires students to have the level of maturity and skill to thoughtfully consider and analyze diverse perspectives. The inclusion of topics, readings, texts, and other source material is not intended as an endorsement by the College Board or the school of the content, ideas, or values expressed in the material.

Grading:  Grading is done using a point-based system Graded assignments will be given a point value determined by degree of difficulty for assignment and number of questions/tasks presented.  
Grading Percentages

1. Practice– 40%
2. Performance - 60 %
General Class Work  

We will be analyzing scholar articles, conducting research, creating presentations, and writing research papers.
Homework 

You must continue to conduct your research from class.
Presentations
You will make numerous presentations and write several papers. 
Course Content: 
Main Texts: 
· Selected research and news articles
Materials Needed Each Day:
1. 3-Ring Binder organized with dividers

2. Loose leaf paper

3. Page protectors
4. Pencils and pens 
5. Multi-colored highlighters and colored pencils or markers
I have read the syllabus and understand the content of AP Seminar.
Student Name: ___________________________________/Student Signature: ________________________________________

Parent Name: ____________________________________/Parent Signature: _________________________________________

